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Dear Parents,
‘GOOGLE APPS FOR EDUCATION'... YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS

The time has come for schools to embrace the idea of integrating technology. The 21% Century economy is
fierce, competitive, and rugged. Only the fittest of the fittest can survive it. Gone are the days, when we use
computers to do ‘things differently’, the time has come for teachers to use the computer and other modern
educational technology and do ‘ different things' in the classroom.

During our Staff Development Day, teachers were instructed, trained and equipped to advance their
students further in this direction with the introduction of ‘ Google Apps for Education’ at Alexander school.

21% Century employees would need to be able to think
outside the box and do different things in order to have a
competitive edge over their counterparts. For this reason it
was important to embrace the idea of using Goggle Apps
for Education to empower our students - the next
generation of administrators, CEOs, and technocrats, to
give them the knowledge base that will enable them to
become masters of their fields. It is proclaimed that
modern technology has the power to change the ‘ content,
pedagogy and effects’ of education on the future generation. Schools and educators have a vital role to play
in this. Students enjoy and demonstrate the joy of learning when they become ‘co-constructors of
knowledge' rather than one expert telling them what they know. Students of the 21% Century should be
critical thinkers rather than mere ‘empty barrels' waiting to accept deposits from their teachers.

Go gle Apps for Education
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Education On Cloud Model With Google Apps

Google Apps for Education helps to achieve this as a set of free, flexible, customizable tools that provides
opportunities for students and teachers to work more effectively in a collaborative environment. This
comprehensive, cost-effective solution is entirely browser-based, making it easier for students to work from
any computer connected to the internet, without having to purchase expensive software to communicate or
do their homework. This isan example of what is known as ‘' Cloud’ computing.

Therefore, we can proudly state that Alexander school has moved into the *Cloud’ and is ready to ‘ shower’
our students with awealth of knowledge to help them achieve... in our * Year of Achievements'.

More information about Google Apps for Education is provided in the newdl etter. Parents will also have the
opportunity to view how it is utilised at Alexander school with a special demonstration later in the year.

VIDEO CONFERENCING WITH THE MINISTER OF DIASPORA

On the last day of term, teachers and heads of Armenian day and Saturday schools gathered at Alexander
school for avideo conferencing session with the Armenian Minister of Diaspora, Hon. Hranoush Hagopian.

| The meeting was organised by the representative of the
Minister in Australia, Mr Edvart Tarpinian. In attendance
sy were representatives of Galstaun, Toomanian, Looyce
and Alex Manoogian Saturday schools. For over an hour
the direct video link covered discussions over many
issues relating to the teaching of the Armenian language

- i 1 in the Diaspora. In particular how the needs and
dlffICU|tIeS can be addressed and what assistance is available or can be provided by the Diaspora Minister.

As part of our Armenian Language & Authentic Access Program we have embarked on a mgjor initiative
thisyear to establish a‘ Sister-School’ relationship with a school in Armenia. More on this next week...

3% May 2013
MANOUG DEMIRJIAN



PLEASE REMEMBER: CHANGE IN TIMETABLE...
SPORTS DAY IS NOW TUESDAYT
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Support your

local school

The Woolworths Earn & Learn program is back! This
community program enables schools and early learn-
ing centres throughout Australia to earn educational
resources simply through the school community shop-
ping at Woolworths. From Monday g™ April to Sunday
9" June 2013, when you shop at Woolworths you will
be given a Woolworths Earn & Learn Point.

There’ll be one Woolworths Earn & Learn Point for
every $10 spent, (excluding cigarettes, liquor and gift
cards). Collect these Woolworths Earn & Learn Points
and Alexander school will be able to redeem these for

educational resources.
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Mothers’ Day
Children’s Stall

Friday 10th May, 2013
School shopping for Mothers' Day

Students will have the opportunity to buy
giftsfor their mum on Friday, 10" May .

The gifts will be provided by the P& C up
to the cost of $10 each.

If there are extra gifts students can also
buy for grandmothers, aunties etc. as long
as they have enough money... so come
prepared!

~ Needed ~

Please help the P&C by sending in g
wrapping paper required for the
Mothers Day Stall.
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’ 08/05 Interschool Debating Comp. # 1 4
: 09/05 Environmental Education Workshop :
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10/05
14/05
15/05
16/05
21/05
05/06
26/10

Mothers Day - Children’s School Stall
NAP - Language & Writing Assessments
NAP - Reading Assessment 4
NAP - Numeracy Assessment
I.C.A.S. - Computer Assessment, Years3-6
|.C.A.S. - Science Assessment, Years 3-6
AGBU - 50th Anniversary Concert
03/11 Armenian Cultural Day & Fair
15/12 Christmas Concert and Graduation
Please also check the online calendar in the
‘News & Events' section of the school’ s web site.
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ARMENIAN STUDENT FUND
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Google Apps for Education

Discovering a better way of learning...
web-based email, calendar & documents for collaborative study anytime, anywhere.
Increasingly primary, secondary, and university students and faculty are using Google Apps for Education, a
free suite of productivity tools designed to help people work together better. This also include three top-tier
universities in Australia who went back to school this year with Google Apps. The universities of Griffith,
Macquarie and Monash join the community of thousands of institutions worldwide using Google Apps for

Education to enhance their students’ learning and to increase organizational efficiency. This community
includes 72 of the top 100 schools in the USA and 20 million students and teachers worldwide.

With Google Apps for Education, everything is automatically saved in the cloud - 100% powered by the web.
This means that emails, documents, calendar and sites can be accessed - and edited - on almost any mobile
device or tablet. Anytime, anywhere!

A Guide to Google Apps for Education

Bright Hub Education Writer - Edited by Wendy Finn

With so many schools adopting Google Apps for Education, you may be wondering what all the fuss is about.
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Going Google

Getting Google Apps accounts for your school is an increasingly
attractive proposition. This free, online suite of tools offers
schools the chance to centralize all their academic efforts under
one school-managed online domain. It is highly interactive, and
positively encourages collaboration. It has benefits for both
staff and students and is instantly familiar and easy to learn.
Here's what you can expect to get if your school signs up for
this versatile online solution.

% Google Docs

The Google Docs suite is the core foundation of Google Apps for Education. This online office suite allows
you to create word processing documents, slideshow presentations, and spreadsheets. Usefully, these
documents can be worked on collaboratively in real-time, by both staff and students, and they can be shared
with the world or kept private according to your needs. You can even create questionnaires and data
collection tools with Google Forms. This is great for surveying student knowledge, garnering staff opinions
and more.

E Google Sites

Google Sites is a website builder that is quick and easy to learn. Many schools are now turning to Google
Sites for both school and staff websites. With Google Sites you can create a class website or create student
blogs privately within your school domain, or publicly for the whole world to see. Templates are available to
download, or you can create your own from scratch to fit in with your own school colours and logo. You can
upload files, create sites that have joint authors, and enjoy the ability to work on sites anywhere you have an
Internet connection. Google Sites is also great for creating e-portfolios for both staff and students.

M Gmail

Both staff and students get email accounts when a school signs up for Google Apps for Education. Accounts
come with over 25Gb of inbox storage so it will likely be a while before that quota is filled. Gmail email
accounts function in very much the same way as a normal Gmail account except that when they are part of
the school's Google domain, your school administrator has full access to all email accounts. This can be
useful for monitoring or restricting student email access. The integrated chat system lets you see which of
your contacts are online and allows you to chat in real-time with other faculty members.
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Google Talk

Google Talk is a lot like Skype. It is a voice and text based communication tool that allows to you to make
free computer to computer calls to other Google Talk users. You can send instant messages, set status
updates, transfer files, and host conference calls with multiple people. It is fully integrated within Gmail so
that if you see your contacts are online, it is quick and easy to start chatting or talking to them. Video chat is
possible, but only after you download the video chat plug-in, otherwise it is audio only.

El Google Calendar

The Google Calendar is great for organizing educator's schedules, and sharing it with whomever would need
to see it. You can schedule classes, rooms, resources and more with the Google Calendar and it can be easily
embedded in websites. Students too can use Google Calendar to help manage their classes and organize
their homework schedules. You can sync the calendar with your smartphone, set up reminders for important
events, create multiple calendars, and even view them offline.

I3 Google Video (YouTube)

Google Video for education is a portal that allows you to upload and share videos within your Google Apps
for Education school. This service can be enabled, or disabled, as required and comes with 10Gb of storage
for your domain. By default it is disabled for all users, but administrators can choose which users have the
ability to upload videos, (faculty for instance), and which users cannot, (students for instance). It is based on
the same engine as YouTube and can be a good internal tool for communication, collaboration or training.

Benefits for Google Schools

The benefits of becoming a Google Apps for Education school are numerous, but some of the most
important ones include the ability for staff and students to have access to their email and files and home and
at school. This, in theory, could eliminate the need for flash drives, mislaid work, and so forth. It is also,
undeniably, a great collaboration tool that can be used to enhance communication between staff and
students. It provides an instant and reliable file backup system to the cloud, and, perhaps most importantly,
itis free!

Some educators have reservations over privacy and security, and rightly so, but Google does take this
seriously and addresses many concerns in this helpful FAQ. But, even with this in mind, the benefits of a
Google Apps domain for your school are clear to see. It can be managed the way you want it, and it has
countless opportunities to enhance teaching and learning in the classroom.

i Buiek... - ®

Google Apps for Education are tailored specifically for educational institutions. Accounts are managed by the
school admin (and not by Google) and advertisements are turned off. Google Apps for Education allows
schools to create their own special Google domain/area for their staff and students to create, collaborate
and share ideas online between each other, as well as provide the framework for sharing across the web.

Students can manage their documents without having to be logged into the school’s network.

— With a Google App account, students have their document storage accessible through the
Internet from any computer or mobile device. Students will no longer need to have Microsoft
Office or a similar product installed to create and save documents or presentations. They can
choose to use the free Google Doc tools to create documents, spreadsheets and presentations
and then collaborate with each other or the teacher in real-time right inside the browser window.
Students will no longer need to transport documents to school via flash drives or by attaching
them to emails that they send to themselves.

Students will be better prepared for college or the workplace. — Thousands of universities and
colleges have already migrated to Google Apps and these types of shared, collaborative @
communication systems are becoming standard in the business office and other work
environments. Students can use Google sites to begin preparing e-portfolios early in their high

school careers.

Students will be able to use their Google Apps account for their education portfolio, giving them
access to all the work they’ve done in their Alexander Primary School education experience.
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